
BY Beverly Overmyer

V
isitors looking for a feline companion most often come
through the door at the shelter asking, “Do you have any
kittens?”

After reading an article in a Mewsletter, Carol Abshire came to our
no-kill shelter asking to see our older or special needs cats. Now
years later, she has seven of ICS’s most charming older kitties. And
she wouldn’t trade a one of them for even the most fetching little
bundle of fur in our kitten rooms.

The Mewsletter article caught Carol’s eye 10 years ago. Written by a
senior cat named Calypso T. Cat, with the help of long-time volunteer
Paulette Gonzalez, Calypso asked, “Please won’t you stop and see
me and my friends? I wish I could be young again, to run really fast,
to chase my tail and to jump high in the air. But I’m older now. I
can’t put on a show for the humans like the kittens can.”

Carol had moved from Texas with her wolfhounds and needed a
special place to house them. A one-of-a-kind house and kennel came
on the market that seemed made for Carol and her animals. A huge
heated, air-conditioned building with runs and large enclosures had
been built by the previous owner who bred monkeys. The kennel is a
perfect place to transition the arrivals from shelter living to a home
of their own.

Carol visited the shelter many times over the months before she took
home Tammy, Michaline, Hannah, Maggie, Gracie, Sunny, Brody, Truman,
and Melissa. Each cat has a record book of their own including all the ICS
records, adoption papers, and current vet records. Carol also kept notes
on her visits with each cat at the shelter before she decided they would
benefit from joining her “retirement home.”

“People have many reasons for not adopting an older cat,” Carol
said. Some people are concerned that the cat will not be able to
adjust after having been in the shelter for so many years. But her

experience proves otherwise. “They have all adjusted beautifully in
their own ways. They really come out of their shells. I think they know
when they have a home of their own and know they’ve been chosen.” 

These cats have wisdom and dignity, and personalities, that kittens
haven’t developed yet.

Many people who have recently lost beloved companions after many
years are reluctant to adopt an older cat for fear of going through the
grief of loss so soon again. But we tell them that we can’t guarantee
how long any cat, even a kitten, will live. We have lost a few kittens
to unusual diseases or sicknesses. All ICS’s older cats are checked
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Adoption hours:
Saturday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Sunday, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Others by appointment.

Please call (219) 785-4936.

Adoption fee: $75
Includes: Spay/neuter, vet exam,
feline leukemia and FIV test; age-
appropriate vaccinations; parasite
treatment; tattoo ID; cardboard cat

carrier; and free follow-up post-
adoption participating vet visit.
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Calendar of Events

Expenses YTD %

Printing 6,527.39 3.12%
Supplies 7,154.06 3.42%
Food 15,431.23 7.39%
Meds 15,152.27 7.25%
Vet 59,380.27 28.42%
Payroll 55,814.80 26.71%
Utilities 5,475.92 2.62%
Building & Equipment 26,486.95 12.68%
Property Insurance 630.00 0.30%
Liability Insurance 1,042.00 0.50%
Repay Loan - Int. & Prin. 5,793.99 2.77%
Misc 10,052.06 4.81%

Total 208,940.94 100.00%

Income YTD %

Donations 64,504.30 28.21%
Newsletter/Donations 20,043.03 8.77%
Membership 5,495.00 2.40%
Adoptions 8,938.00 3.91%
S/N 16,241.91 7.10%
SAC 27,727.03 12.13%
Memberships/Tributes 7,102.00 3.11%
Sales - Taxable 3,460.76 1.51%
Sales - Non-Taxable 2,800.89 1.23%
Bequest 45,613.38 19.95%
Equity Loan 4,000.00 1.75%
Grants 4,050.00 1.77%
Fundraisers 18,645.27 8.16%

Total 228,621.57 100.00%

2007 Financial Statement

Volunteers Rock!!!
You CAN make a difference!

Call the shelter to see how you can help!

March
Dunes Cat Fanciers Championship &

Household Pet Cat Show
March 8 & 9 

9 - 4, Grand Oak Hall in Woodland Park, Portage

April
ICS 2nd Annual Used Book Sale

April 26 & 27 
1150 Lincolnway, Valparaiso

May
ICS Spring Yard Sale

May 17 & 18
At the ICS Shelter, LaPorte/Porter County Line Road

June
ICS Summer Open House

June 7 &  8
At the ICS Shelter, LaPorte/Porter County Line Road



T
he concept of gratitude has become a real buzz word lately, and gratitude journals
are extremely popular. In a way, this Mewsletter is a gratitude journal for ICS, as this
issue marks the first time we have acknowledged all donors for the year. This is

long overdue, because without all of you, there would be no Independent Cat Society.
Your contributions have done so much this year. You have helped us take care of our cats
and find homes for of them, many of whom would have never have had a chance
elsewhere. You have helped us hold our building together, which has been no easy task.
You have also been part of fighting cruelty and the overwhelming problem of feline
overpopulation. For all of these things, we are profoundly grateful.  

Please, stop by the shelter and give the cats a chance to thank you purrsonally!
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Wish
List

President’s Message

Please note: We do not use litter pan
liners, newspapers, or pine cleaners
like Pine Sol. Thank you!

Office Supplies
Stamps
Brother toner cartridge TN-350
Various colored 2-pocket folders,

with business card slots

Cleaning Supplies
Bleach
Laundry soap (prefer unscented)
Dish soap
Liquid hand soap
Scotch Brite scrubbies
Toilet paper
Paper plates
Paper towels
30 gallon trash bags
Simple Green cleaner
Shaklee Basic H

& Basic G concentrates

Medical Supplies
Microwaveable heating discs
Hand sanitizer
Specialty foods (Hills Science Diet:

AD, KD, WD, ID dry and canned)

Building and Grounds
Aire Bear Furnace filters (20x25x5)
Water softener pellets
10' extension ladder
Gas weed whacker
Heavy duty hedge trimmers
Whole house water filter
16" x 20" x 1" fiberglass

furnace filters
Commercial washing machine
Gravel for the parking lot
4' x 8' sheets of plexiglass
One 2' x 8' sheets of plexiglas

Other
Dry cat food, kitten and adult,

Prefer Eagle Pack, other brands
with no colors or dyes please

Ground flavors of Friskies and 
Fancy Feast

Tall cat trees
Large deep litter boxes
Scoopable and clay litters
Gift cards to Lowe’s, Menard’s,

Home Depot, etc.
Safeguard SG-36D humane traps
Towels
Bathroom-sized rugs (2' x 3')

Special Services
Personnel/human relations person
Carpenters, plumbers
An architect

The cats thank you! Ask us for a
receipt for tax-deductible donations.

A
n issue focusing on thanks would be remiss to leave out the volunteers, who
are crucial to the functioning and future of ICS. The cats totally depend on all
those people who do so many different things to keep the shelter operating, and

we are extremely grateful for all of their time and effort.

However, we do have a serious problem. Frankly, we have people who do so much that
if anything happened to them, we would have a crisis on our hands. There is a solution
to this problem, and it might be you! We are in desperate need of people to do the
following jobs ASAP:

¥ Retrieve messages and return phone calls: This job could be done by anyone with a
phone who could commit to even one evening a month, and can be done from home. It
involves returning some calls and passing others on to designated people. You would
be trained and given all necessary information.

¥ Drop off and pick up cats from the vet: This job is just what it sounds like. It could
be done as you are available, but generally there is a morning run and evening pick up.
You could designate what days you could be called. 

¥ Managing personnel issues: We very badly need somebody who can assist in hiring
staff, as well as setting up training, scheduling, and administration. This would be
perfect for someone who has Human Resource or supervisory experience. Time
requirements vary depending on the situation, but when you work is somewhat flexible.

¥ We also always need people for Adoption Counselors and to process applications,
even if it is only to fill in occasionally. Another ongoing need is doing laundry, of course
under the watchful (unless they are napping) eyes of Craig and Valle. For a complete
list of volunteer opportunities, check out our website at www.catsociety.org or call the
shelter at 219-785-4936.

Volunteers:
We canÕt do this without YOU!

W
e’re fast approaching our Second Annual Used Book Sale, which will be held on April
26th and 27th at 1150 Lincolnway in Valparaiso, also known as the old Valparaiso
Tech Institute. Last year’s sale was very successful, and we are making some changes this

year that we think it will make it even better. We are asking that people bring their books to the site any
time from 9 to 3 on the 24th and 25th. We regret that we can’t take the books until then, but
our storage space at the shelter is extremely limited. If you have access to the sturdy boxes with lids that
paper comes in, they would also be very helpful. Volunteers are needed on all days, especially the
Thursday and Friday before the sale to sort and set up. Those of us who did this last year enjoyed it
immensely, and all those who help sort always get first dibs! If you are interested, call the shelter and
leave a message for Cate or Beverly.

Book Sale
ALERT!



A Penthouse View!

If you should come looking for everybody’s favorite columnist, I now
have my own private penthouse accommodations! While recovering
from surgery, I was given this lovely suite to recuperate in……but then
I began to think that a purrson of my stature deserves to keep these
upscale digs. So, I had it decorated in lovely pink and purple by my
personal assistant Paulette Gonzalez and have made it my home.
Now don’t worry, when the shelter is closed I am still out and about
and on the job, getting my nose in the news so I can bring it to you.

Decision 2008

No, I do not mean that tiresome human event. I am talking about the
one that really matters, ICS Sweetheart 2008! As usual, this year we
have several worthy candidates, so to help all of you make your
decision, I decided to get down and dirty and find out where they all
stand on the important issues.

Annie: Twinky, would you like to respond to the criticism that you are
too chubby to win ICS Sweetheart?

Twinky: Well, Annie, you can see I’m the only female in this race, but
I’m not the only one who could stand to lose a few pounds. I’m not
mentioning any names, but just look around! But somehow it’s only
Twinky who gets those comments. I’m proud and beautiful the way I
am. Just more to love!

Annie: Jacob, we can all see what a looker you are, but is it true that
you were a major carouser and have left several litters of kittens in
your wake?

Jacob: Annie, I feel that what happened before the neutering should
stay before the neutering. I have turned over a new leaf, so let’s just
focus on the future.

Annie: Stripes, what is your position of catnip abuse?

Stripes: I believe it should be abused as often as possible! Seriously
though Annie, remember that catnip is legal, and enjoying a roll in the
nip occasionally is a great way to relieve stress.

Annie: Craig, is it true that you used political connections to get the
coveted job of Laundry Supervisor?

Craig: It’s unfortunate that my opponents spend their time dredging
up these ridiculous stories. I’m just a hardworking cat putting in long
hours napping on the dryer.

Annie: George, while observing the photo shoot for this contest, I
noticed that you were the only cat who actually posed for the camera.
I also heard you object when told you were done. Could you be
described as somewhat vain?

George: No way! I just really want to win for my cause, which is very
important to me. Uh, excuse me; you’re blocking my reflection in that
plexiglass…. 

Annie: Prince, your somewhat rugged good looks bear witness to a
life on the streets. Do you still enjoy going a few rounds?

Prince: Definitely not! I’m now a lover, not a fighter. You know, after
that operation fighting just doesn’t seem as interesting somehow.

Annie: “Change” seems to be the buzzword for the humans’ in 2008.
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Notes on life at the shelter by Orphan Annie

Special Election Interviews!!!
I would like to ask all of you: what does “change” mean to you?

Craig, George, Jacob, Prince, Stripes, and Twinky: Change our litter
boxes regularly!

Prince: Annie, this is a crucial issue for all cats. All too often we get
blamed for “mistakes” when the box was just too disgusting to step
in. 

Twinky: I have to agree with Prince. The thought of putting my dainty
paws in a dirty litter box is revolting!

Stripes: I could not agree more. How would humans like it if they
couldn’t flush that giant water bowl they use? 

Jacob: Dirty litter boxes are a life and death issue for cats. One of the
main reasons cats get euthanized is litter box problems, which can
usually be prevented.

George: Jacob, I’d like to add that litter box lapses can also be
caused by health problems. Your cat might be really sick and need
help!

Craig: Cats get returned to the shelter sometimes for missing the
box, but it may well not have been their fault. Before you change your
family, change the litter!

Annie: It seems unanimous! Moving on: In an unprecedented move,
the organizers of the ICS Sweetheart 2008 contest are allowing the
winner to designate how the money is spent. So I’m asking each of
you, what is your choice and why?

Twinky: Given the weight issue, I would like the money spent on some
more really nice tall cat trees. True, many of us are a bit zaftig, but we
really don’t have much opportunity to work out. More cat trees would
be a good start. Also, anyone with about a half hour and a laser light
is invited to visit any time!

Craig: As Laundry Supervisor, I understand the importance of keeping
the washing machine going, and worry about the power outages we
have had. So if elected, I will designate the money to go into the
generator fund.

Jacob: Annie, just to show everybody that I am a reformed character, I
would like to announce that if I win, the money be put in the
Spay/Neuter fund!

Prince: The FIV cats are really crowded, and we really deserve more
space since it’s harder for us to get adopted. So if I win, I want the
money to go towards finding a way to get us some more room. And
please, consider one of us for your family. We’re all good looking
(Hunny was ICS Sweetheart 2005 after all!), although maybe not all
as handsome as yours truly of course, but we are all well-known to
also have great purrsonalities.

George: Disco is in desperate need of renovation. Let’s face it: it
really stinks! If I win the Sweetheart 2008 title, the proceeds will all
go to makeover our room. And trust me, it will be extreme!

Stripes: I believe that keeping us all well-fed is the most important
job that the shelter does. So if enough of you wonderful people give
me your votes, the money will be spent on food for everybody!

Annie: Well there you have it. Six great candidates, and may the
sweetest cat win! And that’s the scoop for now.
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We’re very proud to introduce the 5th annual ICS Sweethearts Contest! This contest is MUCH more important than
that human event that takes place in November! Please vote for the cat you feel is sweetest by sending in a donation
in any amount in their name via PayPal or by dropping it off at the shelter, or at the Open Your Heart Open House

at Ogden Dunes. Voting will continue through February, and the winner announced the first week in March on our website
and in the shelter, and will appear in the spring Mewsletter. The competition is intense, so let the sweetest cat win!

Jacob
“Yeah baby! Yeah!”

Prince
“They don’t call me

“Prince Charming for nothing!”

Twinky
“What could be sweeter than a Twinky?”

Stripes
“I’m always hungry, but especially

hungry for your love!”

Craig
“Gaze deeply into my

Golden Eyes of Love….”

George Cooney
“I was voted “World’s Sexiest Male”

by Cat magazine.

As we go to press, Catty Comments has just gotten word that Sweetheart Candidate Prince was mysteriously shaved and now resembles some sort of
mutant poodle. This shocking development comes in the wake of a major advertising blitz for Twinky. Posters have appeared at the shelter with slogans such
as “Don’t be Stinky, Vote for Twinky!” and “Apples, Peaches, Pumpkin Pie, Vote for Me or You Will Make Me Cry!” Questions have been raised as to where she got
her funding and who is behind it. According to Taffy, Campaign Spokescat for Twinky, the advertising is perfectly legal. “Twinky is well-known to be such a
natural sweetheart that of course people want to support her candidacy.” Prince’s spokescat, Hunny (Sweetheart 2005) wants everyone to focus on his hand-
some Sweetheart picture, and remember that he is only a few months away from his former splendor. Also “Prince believes we should concentrate on the
issues, especially his important cause of raising money for the FIV cats.” Prince could not be reached for comment. In related news, someone has been floating
a rumor that Stripes has extensive business dealings with Chester “The Molester”, the reputed mob boss from Scruffy’s. Developing….

LATE BREAKING NEWS!!!



Volunteers — where would we be
without them? We’d be nowhere without
them. The Independent Cat Society
would not exist!

Hi, I’m Autumn, spokescat for the ICS
Sponsor-A-Cat program, otherwise known as
the “orange curmudgeon in Nook.” I may
look like I’m sleeping, but I hear and see all!

What I know right now is the 2007 SAC
program was an overwhelming success.
Over $27,000 was donated by our wonder-
ful, caring, volunteers – our sponsors.
Because of you, I and my fellow friends at
the shelter have been cared for, fed, and
loved. And many of us have found our own
homes this year.

And I thought you might like to know this –
volunteers donate their time to send you
our pictures, our histories and welcome
you to visit with us. The only cost to the
shelter for the SAC program is to print 

return envelopes, photo cards and postage
for the annual mailing. That’s it! Everything
else is donated by volunteers – photos,
birthday and Christmas cards, information
packets, postage. 

We hope you enjoy sponsoring your cat. We
hope you enjoy receiving our photos and
information. If you have any suggestions,
thoughts, or would just like to say “meow,”
just send us a note. Just address the mes-
sage to “Autumn.”

Now my eyes are closing and a smile is
spreading across my face. I can drift off to
sleep in comfort, feeling wonderful knowing
that we have so many wonderful volunteers
caring for us and keeping us in their
hearts. Happy Valentine’s Day from your
own special cat!

often to stabilize any conditions of old age that they may have. Some
need special food or medications to maintain their health throughout
their teen years. Carol says she’s learned with her wolfhounds, large dogs
with a relatively short lifespan, to treasure every day. “I had my Marian
only seven months when she died suddenly, but can’t imagine having
been without her. She made me smile every day of those seven months.”
The older cats would all benefit from having a loving home of their own
for the rest of their nine lives, be it for five months or five years.

Calypso concluded in that article: “Please won’t you come see me? I’ll
be your best friend. I promise to love you forever. I have lots of good
years left in me yet.”

Please come visit our shelter on any weekend from 10 to 4 on
Saturdays or 1 to 4 on Sundays to meet some of our older cats. Or
visit our website any time at www.catsociety.orgto see pictures of some
of our cats and see which one might be your new best friend.
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Sponsor-A-Cat!

I want to Sponsor-A-Cat from the Independent Cat Society

I have enclosed a check for:

__________ $120 for one year of Sponsor-A-Cat

__________ $10 or _________ for the first month of Sponsor-A-Cat. I pledge to send $10 each month to Sponsor-A-Cat.
The sponsor will receive a photo and biography of his or her Sponsor-A-Cat.

Name of sponsor_____________________________________________  Address_________________________________________________

City______________________________________  State_______  ZIP__________  Telephone _______________________________________

Month of sponsor’s birthday____________________________________  email address______________________________________________

Clip and mail to: Independent Cat Society, Inc., PO Box 735, Westville, IN 46391

from your Spokescat, Autumn

Cream of the Crop continued from page 1...

Grandpa could use a good home in his older years

Autumn, your Sponsor-A-Cat spokescat



Don�t miss these events!
• Dunes Cat Fancier Championship &

Household Pet Cat Show
March 8 & 9 — Grand Oak Hall in Woodland Park, Portage

• ICS 2nd Annual Used Book Sale
April 26 & 27 — 1150 Lincolnway, Valparaiso

• ICS Spring Yard Sale
May 17 & 18 — at the ICS Shelter, Westville

• ICS Summer Open House
June 7 & 8 — at the ICS Shelter, Westville

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Visit us on the web at www.catsociety.org
and sign up for automated news updates
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Independent Cat Society
PO Box 735
Westville, IN 46391

Become a Member!
Annual Dues:

______ $1000 Corporation

______ $500 Life

______ $100 Gold Star

______ $50 Family

______ $25 Individual

______ $10 Student

______ $10 Senior

Donate or Volunteer!
______ I am donating $______ for the care of the cats and kittens.

______ I am donating $______ to the building fund.

______ I am donating $______ to the TNR/Assisted Spay & Neuter Fund.

______ I will help groom cats at the shelter.

______ I will help give cats their medications.

______ I will help at fundraising events.

______ I will be a foster parent.

______ I will donate my cat-themed artwork or crafts for fundraising events.

______ I will bake for fundraising events.

______ I will make adoption follow-up telephone calls.

______ I will help cats get good homes by becoming an adoption counselor.

______ I will help take care of the grounds and maintain the shelter.

______ I will distribute flyers for fundraisers.

Name______________________________________  Address_____________________  City______________  State_______  ZIP__________

____This is a new address. ____ Do not send a “thank you” note. Phone____________________  email__________________________________
Clip and send to:

Independent Cat Society, Inc., PO Box 735, Westville, IN 46391

Can you help the Independent Cat Society cats?


