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FIV Positive
Cats
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by Beverly Overmyer and Sue Ogg

here is so much misinformation about “feline immunodefi-
ciency virus” or FIV, that we thought we’d make a few impor-
tant points about cats who harbor the virus.

When a cat tests positive for FIV, it means that he or she was
exposed to the virus at some point in his or her life and now may
have a compromised immune system. It is not a death sentence,
nor is it even a reason to believe that the cat cannot live a long
healthy life. More male cats than female cats are FIV positive.
This is because the disease is only passed thru deep bite wounds
(blood/saliva transfer), an activity which occurs regularly in unal-
tered males during mating rituals. FIV is not passed from cat to
cat thru saliva or feces, nor is it airborn. In a home environment
with neutered and spayed cats who are introduced properly and
get along, the risk is minimal that a FIV positive cat will ever pass
this on to an FIV negative cat.

There are many happy households with both FIV positive and neg-
ative cats living in harmony. We have adopted out FIV positive cats
in the past into homes with existing cats that are FIV negative.
Regis (our beautiful, big white special boy) found a wonderful
home with a loving owner and best friend cat that is negative.
Seraphim, our sweet, sweet FIV positive cat of many years, now
lives in peace in a home with several other cat roommates.

And Church, who spent most of his life in the shelter and was
recently euthanized at the grand age of 18 years, had spent many
years in our room Disco with 20 other negative cats before we
found him to be FIV positive. No other cats in contact with him
were diagnosed with FIV.

As indoor cats with good care and regular vet check-ups and in a
stress-free environment these cats can and do live normal life-
spans. They are the most congenial, easy going group of cats we
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Alan..

...is a big, handsome mellow fellow. We think he’s approximately
6 years old. Alan is a real sweetie with a lot of love to give.
Can he give it to you?

have at the shelter right now. There are never disputes in this
crowd, and they take turns cuddling and snoozing with each other.
Please don’t overlook these SPECIAL cats when considering adop-
tion. Visit Church’s room when you come to the shelter and meet
Tom, Tyrone, Alan, Prince and Hunny (our only female FIV+ kitty in
residence) SOON!

More about FIV+ cats and the rest of the gang on page 5

Vote early and often for the

2009 1CS Sweetheart!

See pages 6 & 7 for Annie's interview and candidate bios!
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The Independent Cat Society’s
mission is to promote the welfare of
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reducing pet overpopulation,
educating the public, preventing
cruelties to animals, promoting
responsible pet ownership and
working for more humane legislation.

Adoption hours:
Saturday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Others by appointment.
Please call (219) 785-4936.

Adoption fee: $75
Includes: Spay/neuter, vet exam,
feline leukemia and FIV test; age-
appropriate vaccinations; parasite

treatment; tattoo ID; cardboard cat
carrier; and free follow-up post-
adoption participating vet visit.
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Calendar of Events

February

Open Your Hearts Open House
February 7
10 - 3, Ogden Dunes Fire Station, Hillcrest Road, Ogden Dunes

MdY Cll

Dunes Cat Fanciers Cat Show
March 14 & 15
9 - 4, Woodland Park, 2100 Willowcreek Rd, Portage

April

ICS 3rd Annual Used Book Sale

May

ICS Spring Yard Sale
At the ICS Shelter, LaPorte/Porter County Line Road
June

ICS Summer Open House
At the ICS Shelter, LaPorte/Porter County Line Road

October

Black Cat Boogie, National Feral Cat Day

Times and dates to be announced

Decem]oer
Kitty Kringle Holiday Bazaar & Open House

At the ICS Shelter, LaPorte/Porter County Line Road

Nothing to do in February?
Open Your Hearts

at our annual Open House

Cat toys and mats e Little Black Cat Boutique
NEW! ICS magnets ¢ Homegrown catnip
Delicious Cookie Walk and Bake Sale

10 - 3, 0gden Dunes Fire Station, Hillcrest Road, Ogden Dunes
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President’'s Message
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nlike most days at Rainbow Bridge, this day dawned cold and gray, damp as a swamp and as dismal
l I as could be imagined. All of the recent arrivals had no idea what to think, as they had never

experienced a day like this before. But the animals that had been waiting for their beloved people
knew exactly what was going on and started to gather at the pathway leading to The Bridge to watch.

It wasn’t long before an elderly cat came into view, head hung low and tail dragging. The other animals, the
ones who had been there for a while, knew what his story was right away, for they had seen this happen far
too often. He approached slowly, obviously in great emotional pain, but with no sign of injury or iliness. Unlike
all of the other animals waiting at The Bridge, this animal had not been restored to youth and made healthy
and vigorous again. As he walked toward The Bridge, he watched all of the other animals watching him.

He knew he was out of place here and the sooner he could cross over, the happier he would be. But, alas, as
he approached The Bridge, his way was barred by the appearance of an Angel who apologized, but told him
that he would not be able to pass. Only those who were with their people could pass over the Rainbow Bridge.

With no place else to turn to, the elderly cat turned towards the fields before The Bridge and saw a group
of other cats like him, also elderly and infirm. They weren’t playing, but rather simply lying on the green
grass, forlornly staring out at the pathway leading to The Bridge. And so, he took his place among them,
watching the pathway and waiting.

One of the newest arrivals at The Bridge didn’t understand what he had just witnessed and asked one of the
animals that had been there for a while to explain it to him. You see, that poor animal was a rescue. He was
turned in to rescue just as you see him now, an older cat with his fur graying and his eyes clouding. He never
made it out of rescue and passed on with only the love of his rescuer to comfort him as he left his earthly
existence. Because he had no family to give his love to, he has no one to escort him across The Bridge.

The first cat thought about this for a minute and then asked, “So what will happen now?”

As he was about to receive his answer, the clouds suddenly parted and the gloom lifted. Approaching The
Bridge could be seen a single person and among the older animals, a whole group was suddenly bathed in
a golden light and they were all young and healthy again, just as they were in the prime of life.

“Watch, and see” said the second feline. A second group of animals from those waiting came to the
pathway and bowed low as the person neared. At each bowed head, the person offered a pat on the head
or a scratch behind the ears. The newly restored animals fell into line and followed him towards The Bridge.
They all crossed The Bridge together.

“What happened?” “That was a rescuer.” The animals you saw bowing in respect were those who found new
homes because of his work. They will cross when their new families arrive. Those you saw restored were those
who never found homes. When a rescuer arrives, they are allowed to perform one, final act of rescue. They are
allowed to escort all those poor animals that they couldn’t place on earth, across The Rainbow Bridge.

“I think I like rescuers,” said the first animal. “So does God,” was the reply.

Don’t breed or buy while those in rescue die.

many of the cats at the Independent Cat Society. So many of our cats have been with

Idon‘t remember who sent this story to me, but it really touched me. This is true for
us for their entire lives. The only love they get is from the volunteers.

When | first started volunteering at ICS, | wanted to work with the cats in Scruffy’s Room,
which was considered the shy cat room. | would go in, sit on the floor, talk to them and let
them approach me. One particular cat, Emily, would come to me and climb onto my lap
each time. She was a tiny tiger striped cat. She would just lay on my lap and purr. | found
out that she had been brought in with her two kittens, which were in that same room.

One day she became very ill. | picked her up and rushed her to the vet. She had to stay
there for a few days and | was worried about her, so | would drive there each day after
work to visit her. She would perk up when she heard my voice and come to the front of
the cage so | could hold her and give her a hug. When they released her, | brought her to
my home. She was the sweetest little thing. She had many health problems, but at least
she knew someone loved her. | still miss her. Sadly, her kittens were never adopted, but
at least they had a warm place to stay, regular meals and people who cared about them.

It is estimated that there are ten million homeless pets in the United States. Shelters
and rescue groups are doing all they can. It is always a struggle to find the money to
care for them. We have many fundraisers scheduled for the coming year and we hope
that you will be as generous as you have always been so we can help cats like Emily and
her kittens. I'll be there and am looking forward to meeting you! é

Barb Caruso

Last

Please note: We do not use litter pan
liners, newspapers, or pine cleaners

like Pine Sol. Thank you!

Office Supplies

Stamps

Brother toner cartridge TN-350

Various colored 2-pocket folders,
with business card slots

Cleaning Supplies
Bleach
Laundry soap (prefer unscented)
Dish soap
Liquid hand soap
Scotch Brite scrubbies
Toilet paper
Paper plates
Paper towels
30 gallon trash bags
Simple Green cleaner
Shaklee Basic H

& Basic G concentrates

Medical Supplies

Microwaveable heating discs

Specialty foods (Hills Science Diet:
AD, KD, WD, ID dry and canned)

Building and Grounds

Aire Bear Furnace filters (20x25x5)

Water softener pellets

10" extension ladder

Gas weed whacker

Heavy duty hedge trimmers

Whole house water filter

16" x 20" x 1" fiberglass
furnace filters

Other

Dry cat food, kitten and adult,
Prefer Eagle Pack, other brands
with no colors or dyes please

Ground flavors of Friskies and
Fancy Feast

Tall cat trees

Large deep litter boxes

Scoopable and clay litters

Gift cards to Lowe’s, Menard'’s,
Home Depot, etc.

Safeguard SG-36D humane traps

Towels

Bathroom-sized rugs (2' x 3")

1 x 6 and 1 x 8 pine boards

Special Services
Personnel/human relations person
Carpenters, plumbers

An architect

The cats thank you! Ask us for a
receipt for tax-deductible donations.




Kiwli’s

Big Adventure

10-year old shelter residents was diagnosed with an

unusual mouth tumor (peripheral odontogenic fibroma)
after a biopsy was done back in April of this year. This necessitat-
ed a consult and referral to a specialist, which was Dr. W.
Morrison, Radiation Oncology Department at Purdue University in
West Lafayette, Indiana. This consult and referral came with a
hefty price tag for more pre-treatment testing, further diagnostics,
and a possible lengthy regimen of radiation treatments, all of
which was predicted to be curative.

ﬁ s you all may or may not know, Kiwi, one of our very sweet

Since this was way out of our normal shelter medical budget, we
immediately took steps to proceed with a special appeal at
fundable.com to see if we could raise the required funds. Through
this enormous group effort and many generous donations on
Kiwi's behalf, we met our goal and were able to arrange for her
treatment.

On October 29th, we took Kiwi to Purdue to meet with the
specialists. She was left there in their capable hands for further
diagnostic testing, CT scans, and an MR. After thorough testing
and many consultations between the experts and pathologists,
we were contacted with their findings and a recommendation.

On November 6th Dr. Morrison informed us that there was no
longer evidence of the original fibroma, but only benign
granulation tissue, which was excellent news, and he did not feel
radiation therapy would be justified, unless there is a recurrence
down the road. At the same time during the CR & MR, a pea-
sized menangioma (tumor) was discovered in her brain. However,
at this time this tumor is not causing her any problems and may
remain benign, so Dr. Morrison felt she needed no treatment at
this time. We were all so pleased about this wonderful news.

To top that all off, AND BEST OF ALL... (drum roll, please.....!)

Dr. Morrison's partner, Dr. Jean Poulson, fell in love with little Kiwi
during her stay at Purdue and asked to adopt her and continue to
monitor her for any future developments. What better outcome
could there possibly be for little Kiwi? On November 9th, we
proceeded with our normal adoption process for Kiwi. It has since
been finalized and Kiwi went home with Dr. Poulson, straight from
the Purdue Clinic, to become a part of her family of one other cat
and two dogs!

Last report had Kiwi adjusting well to her new forever home and
roommates. We hope to get photos once she really settles in and
hope to share them with you to prove once again, fairy tales do
come true and there ARE HAPPY ENDINGS—especially for one
special kitty named Kiwi!

<

NOAH

Noah is an extremely handsome blue-eyed
Snowshoe Siamese mix. He certainly would
have been adopted long ago, except for the
fact that he is a bit under-socialized.

We don’t know Noah’s long-ago history. We
only know he came to us from an Animal
Control facility, very ill, covered with
abscessed wounds that needed suturing and
stapling and healing. He was depressed and
sad in those days, but once he healed—well,
look out!

He loves to play, but can get rough, as if he
doesn’'t know when to quit, or hasn’t been
shown his boundaries. He doesn’t always do
well with other cats. He’s not mean—he just
plays too rough!

We believe that in the right adult home he
would be a great companion, possibly with
someone who can handle this big hunk of
“jungle love” and will consider him a
challenge. For Noah, think “biker dude”...
and you'd have a great match!

Noah, our handsome Biker Bog!

/wywé} Heao will be a regular feature in the Mewsletter to showcase
cats who are having a hard time getting adopted. We’'ll keep trying
because we believe there is someone out there for every one of them!




There’s Just Something
About Those FIV Cats....

sk anybody who has known cats with FIV: there’s something One day Regis and | visited at Opportunity Enterprises, where
Aspecial about them. They seem to be“old souls,” with an person after person lined up to touch and pet him, some with

extra portion of wisdom and grace. My dear friend “Dr. hands that were awkward or hard with contractures. Through it all,
Regis” was kind enough to work with me as a psychology therapy he remained tolerant and loving, even when being gently placed
cat and share his sweetness and peace with so many people who  on the lap of a young man in a wheelchair who laughed in delight.
were lonely, frightened, or in pain. Regis loved to sit on his special It was truly a beautiful experience to watch Regis on the job. |

perch and look at the wildlife scurrying outside my window, or miss him, but am so grateful somebody was willing to look past
sometimes curl up inside the perch for a nap. But if someone the FIV label and give him such a happy home.

began to cry, Regis would report for duty, jumping on their lap for

kisses and “biscuits,” a furry, purry, antidepressant! Cate Amador

Come see us in
Church’s Room!

Tom is as handsome as a cat can be—(check out those mark-
ings). He has an engaging personality and “affectionate” doesn’t
begin to describe how he feels about people! We think he is
about 3 years old. He LOVES visitors, so come on down!

I_Iunng is a very sweet kitty girl who shares a small room with
all males, but she’s no Diva. Hunny is loving and outgoing, and we
think she is between 6 and 7 years old. We don’t know how her
eye was injured, but it doesn’t slow her down! She keeps up with Tqrone
the boys. She’d love to bask in the sun in a home of her own, or
even better, on your lap.

Prince—his name says it all. Charming and regal, he started off
life as a pauper, but now looks royal enough to lounge on any
throne. We estimate Prince to be between 3 and 4. Prince would
love the chance to rule in your home—it would be a palace to him.

Tgrone is a bit shy, but we think he’'d bloom if given a chance
in his own home, with somebody who could patiently encourage
his progress. Tyrone is probably between 7 and 8 years old.

Please consider adding one of these wonderful cats to your family.
While we struggle to try and find a way to relieve their crowding,
the quickest and best way to make more space in Church’s Room
is for as many as possible to GO HOME!

Prince




It’s a Sweetheart Deal

Yes, being the ICS Sweetheart is bleepin’ golden, but nobody will
ever get into trouble for offering money to get somebody elected.
On the contrary, we encourage buying this election. We pass no
judgment. So feel free to promote the candidate of your choice—
vote early, vote often!

Meet the Sweets

As a public service, | have agreed to moderate the Sweethearts
debate for 2009. So, without further ado, Catty Comments is
proud to introduce: Atticus, Barney, Chester, Dexter, Earl,
Grandma, Grandpa, and Rupert. Contestants, there have been
rumblings of sexism in this election. Why is it that there is only
one female contestant this year? Atticus?

Atticus: | don’t know. We like girls a lot, right, Rupert? We always
like to play with the girls in our room. Shout out to Sarah, Cindy

Annie: Great youthful enthusiasm, Atticus. Next will be Barney.

Barney: (singing) | love you, you love me, please make me ICS
Sweetie! Just kidding, folks. With a name like Barney, it's best to
get the joke over with up front. But seriously, don’t forget that
there was another female, Oreo, who was photographed and then
got adopted. Males are often at a disadvantage with adopters
because people think they might spray or become careless with
their litterbox habits. This is completely unfair, and almost always
can be prevented! Most males are very well-mannered. So, | think
if getting exposure as Sweetheart candidates helps any of us
guys get adopted, I'm all for it. But let me go on record as also
being very pro-female!

Annie: NEXT! Chester?

Chester: | didn’t do it. I'm innocent. | plead the 5th.
Annie: Chester!

Chester: That's what my lawyer told me to say.
Annie: Moving on. Dexter?

Dexter: | don’t think you can call it sexism if they want to choose
a ruggedly handsome cat as a potential Sweetheart, can you?

Annie: Ugh.....OK. Earl?

Earl: | feel terrible about this. | had no idea there were so few
females. | love females of all species, and in fact was nominated
by a female fan. If | am elected, | promise to promote all female
ICS cats equally.

Catty Coaments

Notes on life at the shelter by Orphan Annie

Special Election Debate Coverage!!!

Annie: Thanks, Earl. A class act as usual. Finally, let’s hear from a
female. Grandma, also known as Sadie?

Grandma (Sadie): Well, Annie | do know that they were looking for
cats who would hold still and pose for the camera. It seems pretty
clear which group likes to do that the most, isn't it, dear? Now as
for me, | was just trying to help out and thought that there might
be some crunchy snacks served afterwards. Speaking of which,
are you going to finish that treat?

Annie: No, Grandma, go ahead. Enjoy. Grandpa, your turn.

Grandpa (Bandit): At my age, I'm just glad to wake up every morn-
ing and enjoy myself! (But listen up—I would really love to see my
sister Sadie win, though. She’s not in the best of health and it
would really perk her up.)

Annie: You old softie. Last, we have Rupert.

Rupert: | agree with Atticus! Girls rock! Hey, Annie, can | tell
these people something?

Annie: Is it appropriate?

Rupert: Obvi! Hey, everybody: Atticus is my best bud, and we
REALLY want to get adopted together. SOON!

Annie: A Public Service Announcement from Rupert. You've heard
from all the candidates, so get out there and VOTE!

The Incumbent Makes an Endorsement!

Catty Comments has been trying to get the sitting Sweetheart,
Twinky “La Twinks” to make a statement about who she endors-
es for ICS Sweetheart 20009. It hasn’t been easy, because she
didn’t want to hurt anybody’s feelings, but we finally purrsuaded
her to let us in on her choice. Here is her statement:

“My neighbor, Chester, is a wonderful fellow, but not quite what
one would call a sweetheart. | prefer that handsome hunk of a
tabby, Dexter, but | think that young dapper tabby Rupert will give
all of the new candidates a run for the money!”

And that’s the scoop for now!

Meet the candidates!




Sweetheart

e're very proud to
Wintroduce the 6th annual
ICS Sweethearts Contest!

This contest is generally wrought with
as much tension and mayhem as a
Chicago election!

Please vote early and often for the cat
you feel is sweetest by sending in a
donation in any amount in their name
via PayPal or by dropping it off at the
shelter, or at the Open Your Heart
Open House at Ogden Dunes.

Voting will continue through February,
and the winner announced the first
week in March on our website and in
the shelter. The competition is
intense, so let the sweetest cat win!

Grandma

is a beloved lady who never lets her health problems or
her age get her down. She’s a charter member of the

AARP: Association of Awesome Retired Pussycats!

Earl

is a distinguished tuxedo cat who is back at the

shelter, having lost a lifelong friend. In spite of

this, he still has lots of love for everyone. Loving
Earl would LOVE your vote!

Contest

Chester

is a notorious “Bad Boy” but he also has a soft
side. If you vote for him, Chester
promises to be a GOOD boy!

Barney
is an adorable gentlemen with stunning cheetah-
like markings on his face. Vote for Barney and
he’ll be WILD about YOU!

Atticus

is a teenage heart throb with his long, silky grey
coat and cute face. Be his fan, and you can run
YOUR fingers though his fur!

is no “Grumpy Old Man”—on the contrary, he’s
spry living proof that cats can age gracefully. Vote
for Grandpa and he’ll feel like a spring chicken!

Dexter

is a handsome rogue who knows how to get what
he wants. What he WANTS is for you to vote for him!

Rupert,
is another teen idol whose handsome mug and
gorgeous markings make him stand out in a
crowd. He could be yours! Vote for Rupert!

d


















